Globalization of the pharmaceutical industry: the physician's role in optimizing drug use.
In this new era of globalization, the physician must consider cultural differences in choosing methods of disseminating information so that practitioners in diverse settings may optimize drug usage. In addition, increasing competition, stimulated by the imminent unification of the European market in 1992, demands that the industry physician be concerned with developing possible new indications and cost-effective applications. These factors will enhance roles for the medical affairs physician in the pharmaceutical industry.